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Welcome to the 4.1 Realistic Fiction Writing Unit for Shiloh!
If this is your first time using this guide, you will want to read through this introduction carefully, as 
it provides information that you will find critical to your establishment of a successful language arts 
block!
	 This realistic fiction writing unit is meant to be taught in conjunction with the Read Side by Side 
Reading Program, Unit 4.1, Shiloh.  The book Shiloh will be used as a mentor text to build students’ 
background knowledge and expose students to the craft of writing.  
	 This unit takes approximately 15 days to complete, from brainstorming and planning to sharing 
the published piece! Lessons in this unit give students explicit instruction in the steps of the writing 
process and the structure of narrative writing. Some craft and grammar lessons will be incorporated 
as students revise and edit their writing. You may want to supplement with additional craft, 
grammar, and spelling lessons between writing units.
	 Prior to starting the unit, you will want to consider how students will publish and share their 
writing. Here are a few suggestions:

•	 illustrated book,
•	 chapter book,
•	 handwritten book;
•	 audio book.

	 Students might read their story to their own classmates, visit another classroom, or make their 
writing available for others to read in the classroom, library or other public location. 
	 After students have had the opportunity to publish their writing, assess their work using the 
checklist for grading a narrative story provided at the end of the unit.

Schedule
To complete this unit, you will need to set aside 30-minutes for writing, 2-4 times a week.
	 Instructional days begin with a whole-class lesson. Lessons will be 10-15 minutes in length, 
allowing a short time after the lesson for students to work on the assignment. While working, 
students will access the help of a writing partner as needed.  It may be helpful to seat partners next to 
each other during the work time. The teacher then confers with partnerships as needed.  
	 Working days allow students to get started right away on writing projects. During the work 
time, students will continue to access a partner or the teacher for help as needed. If it is challenging 
to find time every day for writing, teachers might assign these work-projects as homework. 
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Narrative schedule: 

1.	 �Brainstorm 
& Plan

•	 Make a list of story ideas.
•	 Select a strong idea from the list.
•	 Complete a Narrative Writing Map.
•	 Write a blurb.
•	 Design a cover.

Day 1-4

2.	 Draft •	 Write a draft using the 4-quadrant method. Days 5-8

3.	 Revise & Edit •	 Use dialogue to show a character’s thoughts and 
emotions.

•	 Use the rules for punctuating dialogue.
•	 Use dialogue tags to show who is speaking.

Days 9-10

•	 Edit and revise using a checklist. Day 11

4.	 �Publish & 
Share

•	 Complete a final product that is handwritten, typed, 
or other.

•	 Share with a real audience.

Days 12-15
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Realistic Fiction, 4.1

Day 1: Brainstorm Ideas & Plan
Lesson Goals: Brainstorm several ideas for writing and select one to write about.  Begin to plan a 
piece of writing using the Narrative Writing Map 1.

Materials:
		  Narrative Writing Map 1

Instructional Procedures:
1.	 Introduction: A realistic fiction story tells a fictional story with fictional characters. The story 

is believable; often times realistic fiction stories are inspired by real people or events. Realistic 
fiction is typically written in the first or third person. 

2.	 The book Shiloh tells a fictional story using fictional characters. The story is told in the first 
person and told from the perspective of the fictional character, Marty Preston. The events of 
the story are fictitious but believable and are inspired by a real-life story:

		�  Phyllis Reynolds Naylor was inspired to write the book Shiloh by a real-life dog she 
met while out walking with her husband in the West Virginian countryside. The dog 
was skinny, covered in ticks, and crept away, trembling, when Mrs. Naylor bent down 
to pet it—

		�  that’s when Mrs. Naylor says she realized it was an abused dog. The dog followed 
them home to their friends’ house, with whom they were visiting. Mrs. Naylor said 
that she whistled to the dog for some reason and suddenly the dog was transformed 
because it ran over to Mrs. Naylor, jumped up, and started licking her face. Mrs. 
Naylor and her husband couldn’t find the owner of the dog—if it had one—and they 
had to return home to Maryland. Mrs. Naylor said that she cried all the way home 
just thinking about that poor dog. Finally, her husband asked her if she was just 
going to have a nervous breakdown or if she was going to do something about it— 
and that was when Mrs. Naylor decided to write Shiloh.

		�  (From an interview with Phyllis Reynolds Naylor. Retrieved from https://www.rif.
org/literacy-central/reading-experience/leveled-reading-passage-interview-phyllis-
reynolds-naylor-hard, August 8, 2022)

3.	 Introduce the writing prompt:
	 Write about finding, caring for, and rehoming a stray animal.
	 You will tell the story from the perspective of a fictional main character. You will write in the 

first person, using the pronouns I, me, we, and us.

4.	 Brainstorm: Model brainstorming 2-3 ideas for your own piece of writing. Examples might 
include:
•	 a lost pet,
•	 a stray animal; and
•	 a wounded animal.
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5.	 Select: Model selecting one story idea from your list. Share tips for selecting a strong idea for 
a story:
•	 The story should be believable.
•	 The story should have a series of problems and important events.
•	 The events should create a change in the main character or teach a lesson.
•	 The story should be something that you would enjoy writing about.

6.	 Plan: Model filling out Narrative Writing Map 1 for the story you will be writing, saving the 
last section (question/prediction) for Day 3.  Demonstrate how to think about and jot notes 
about the:
•	 main character,
•	 secondary characters,
•	 setting (time, place, and circumstance); and 
•	 problem/conflict.

Work Time & Collaboration: Give students time brainstorm ideas, select an idea, and fill-out 
Narrative Writing Map 1. Then, give time for partners to share their writing plan and receive 
feedback.

•	 What do you like about my story idea? 
•	 What might I do to improve my story idea?
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BLURB / NARRATIVE WRITING MAP 1

______________________________________________________________________________
(Title)

Main Character

Secondary 
Character(s)

Setting Time Place Circumstance

Problem/
Conflict

Question / 
Prediction
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Realistic Fiction, 4.1

Day 2: Plan
Lesson Goals: Continue to plan a piece of writing using the Narrative Writing Map 2.

Materials:
	 Narrative Writing Map 2

Instructional Procedures:
1.	 Introduction: Tell students they will now be planning for the events of their story. They will 

write their story in four-quadrants.

2.	 Plan: Model planning quadrant 1 of your story using Narrative Writing Map 2.
•	 How does the problem start?

3.	 Plan: Model planning quadrant 2 of your story using Narrative Writing Map 2.
•	 How does the problem continue?
•	 How does the main character feel?

4.	 Plan: Model planning quadrant 3 of your story using Narrative Writing Map 2.
•	 What causes the main character to change? How does the main character change?

5.	 Plan: Model planning quadrant 4 of your story using Narrative Writing Map 2.
•	 How is the problem resolved?
•	 What does the main character learn?

Work Time & Collaboration: Give students time to fill-out Narrative Writing Map 2 for their own 
story. Then, give time for partners to share their writing plan and receive feedback.

•	 What do you like about my story? 
•	 What might I do to improve my story?
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NARRATIVE WRITING MAP 2
 

Q1 How does the problem start?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Q2 How does the problem continue? How does the main character feel?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Q3 What causes the main character to change? How does the main character change?  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Q4 How is the problem resolved? What does the main character learn?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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Realistic Fiction, 4.1

Day 3: Plan
Lesson Goals: Continue to plan a piece of writing by writing a blurb. 

Materials:
	 Narrative Writing Map 1

Instructional Procedures:
1.	 Introduction: Tell students they will be writing a blurb for their story.  Remind them that 

the blurb does not give away how the story will end.  The blurb usually ends with a question 
so that the person reading the blurb will want to read the story.  For example, the blurb for 
Shiloh asks the question, “How far will Marty go to make Shiloh his?”

2.	 Plan: Model writing a question to use in the blurb of your own story.

Work Time & Collaboration: Give students time to finish filling-out Narrative Writing Map 1 and 
then write the blurb for their own story about conflict. Then, give time for partners to share their 
blurb and receive feedback.

•	 What do you like about my blurb? 
•	 What might I do to improve my blurb?
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Realistic Fiction, 4.1

Day 4: Plan
Lesson Goals: Continue to plan a piece of writing by making a cover. 

Materials:
		  Blank paper and art materials for designing a cover or illustration software.

Instructional Procedures:
1.	 Introduction: Tell students that they will be designing the cover of their book.  Every book 

cover begins with a great title.  Share tips for writing a good title:
•	 It should provide a clue about the conflict in the story.
•	 It should be relatively short.
•	 It should get the reader interested.
•	 It should put a picture in the reader’s mind.

2.	 Plan: Model writing a title for your own story.

Work Time & Collaboration: Give students time to create a cover for their book. Then, give time 
for partners to share their covers and receive feedback.

•	 What do you like about my cover? 
•	 What might I do to improve my cover?
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Realistic Fiction, 4.1

Day 5: Draft, Quadrant 1
Lesson Goals: Begin drafting a piece of writing.

Instructional Procedures:
1.	 Introduction: Tell students they will now be drafting quadrant 1 of their story. 

2.	 Draft: Model writing quadrant 1 of your story.  Demonstrate how to include details about the:
•	 Characters
•	 Setting
•	 Conflict

	 Model using descriptive language and details to help the reader picture the characters and the 
setting in their mind.  

	 TIP: Share with students that an appropriate length for quadrant 1 is about one page, 
handwritten.  (Each quadrant should be about the same length so that the full story is about 
4 pages.) To help keep students organized, it may work best to have students use a new sheet 
of paper for each quadrant, even using different colors of lined paper if available. 

Work Time & Collaboration: Give students time to draft quadrant 1 of their book. Then, give time 
for partners to share writing and receive feedback.

•	 What do you like about my story? 
•	 What might I do to improve my story?
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Realistic Fiction, 4.1

Day 6-8: Draft, Quadrants 2-4
Lesson Goals: Continue drafting a piece of writing.

Instructional Procedures:
1.	 Introduction: Tell students that they will now be drafting quadrants 2-4 of their story. 

2.	 Draft: Model writing quadrant 2 of your story.  Demonstrate how to include details about the:
•	 Conflict
•	 The main character’s actions, words and feelings

	 Model using descriptive language and details to help the reader feel how the main character is 
feeling.

3.	 Draft: Model writing quadrant 3 of your story about conflict.  Demonstrate how to include 
details about the:
•	 Conflict
•	 Change in the main character

	 Model using descriptive language and details to help the reader understand that the main 
character is changing.

4.	 Draft: Model writing quadrant 4 of your story about conflict.  Demonstrate how to include 
details about the:
•	 Resolution
•	 Author’s message

	 Model using descriptive language and details to help the reader understand how the story 
ends and a lesson is learned.

Work Time & Collaboration: Give students time to continue drafting their own stories. Then, give 
time for partners to share their writing and receive feedback.

•	 What do you like about my story? 
•	 What might I do to improve my story?
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Realistic Fiction, 4.1

Day 9: Revise & Edit, Dialogue
Lesson Goals: Reread a piece of writing and make revisions and edits.

Materials:
		  Dialogue Sheet 1

Instructional Procedures:
1.	 Introduction: Tell students that they will now be revising and editing their stories to make 

them easy to read and enjoy.

2.	 Revise: Narrative stories use dialogue to reveal the thoughts and feelings of the characters. 
Dialogue is between two or more characters.

	 Read the example at the top of Dialogue Sheet 1.

		  “Whose dog is that?” Ma asks when I come in.
		  I shrug. “Just followed me, is all.”
		  “Where’d it pick up with you?” Dad asks.
		  “Up in Shiloh, across the bridge,” I say.
		  “On the road by the river? Bet that’s Judd Travers’s beagle,” says Dad. “He got 

himself another hunting dog a few weeks back.”
		  “Judd got him a hunting dog, how come he don’t treat him right?” I ask.
		  “How you know he don’t?”
		  “Way the dog acts. Scared to pee, almost,” I say.

	 Discuss: How does this dialogue reveal Peter’s thoughts and feelings?

	 Model searching for a place in your writing where two or more characters are talking. Model 
revising the dialogue to reveal the feelings, thoughts and emotions of the characters.

3.	 Edit: When author’s use dialogue in their stories they follow rules for punctuation.

	 Discuss: the dialogue rules listed on Dialogue Sheet 1.

	 Model editing the dialogue in your story to match the dialogue rules.

Work Time & Collaboration: Give students time to revise and edit dialogue in their own stories. 
If a student does not have dialogue, encourage them to add it. Then, give time for partners to share 
their dialogue and receive feedback.

•	 What do you like about the way I used dialogue in my story? 
•	 What might I do to improve it?
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DIALOGUE SHEET 1

Narrative stories use dialogue to reveal the thoughts and feelings of the characters. Dialogue is 
between two or more characters.

		  Example from page 7 of Shiloh:

“Whose dog is that?” Ma asks when I come in.
		  I shrug. “Just followed me, is all.”
		  “Where’d it pick up with you?” Dad asks.
		  “Up in Shiloh, across the bridge,” I say.
		  “On the road by the river? Bet that’s Judd Travers’s beagle,” says Dad. “He got himself 
another hunting dog a few weeks back.”
		  “Judd got him a hunting dog, how come he don’t treat him right?” I ask.
		  “How you know he don’t?”
		  “Way the dog acts. Scared to pee, almost,” I say.

Dialogue rules:
1.	 Put quotation marks around words that are being spoken. “Whose dog is that?”
2.	 Punctuation goes inside the quotation marks. “Whose dog is that?”
3.	 Use dialogue tags to show who is speaking. “Where’d it pick up with you?” Dad asks.
4.	 Typically, the dialogue tag comes after the dialogue.  Put a comma inside the quotation marks 

and a period after the dialogue tag.
	 “Up in Shiloh, across the bridge,” I say.
5.	 Capitalize the first word of what is being said. “Whose dog is that?”
6.	 Use commas to separate spoken language from the rest of the sentence. 
	 “Up in Shiloh,” I say, “across the bridge.”
7.	 Start a new paragraph each time a new person speaks.
		  “Whose dog is that?” Mom asks when I come in.
		  I shrug. “Just followed me, is all.” 
		  “Where’d it pick up with you?” Dad asks.
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Realistic Fiction, 4.1

Day 10: Revise & Edit, Dialogue Tags
Lesson Goals: Reread a piece of writing and make revisions and edits.

Materials:
		  Dialogue Sheet 2

Instructional Procedures:
1.	 Introduction: Tell students that they will now be revising and editing their stories to make 

them easy to read and enjoy.

2.	 Revise: Yesterday we learned that narrative stories use dialogue to reveal the thoughts and 
feelings of the characters. They use dialogue tags to tell who in the story is talking.

The most common dialogue tags are:
•	 says – used when the character makes a statement.
•	 asks– used when the character asks a question.
•	 exclaims – used when the character says something in surprise, anger, or pain.

	 When used repeatedly in our stories, these dialogue tags can make the story feel flat.

	 Discuss: Dialogue Sheet 2 which provides some other ideas for dialogue tags. Encourage 
students to add some of their own ideas to each list.

3.	 Revise: Model revising dialogue tags in your own writing, choosing alternatives to says, asks, 
and exclaims. 

4.	 Edit: Model continuing to pay attention to the rules for punctuation.

Work Time & Collaboration: Give students time to revise and edit dialogue tags in their own 
stories. Then, give time for partners to share their dialogue and receive feedback.

•	 What do you like about the way I used dialogue in my story? 
•	 What might I do to improve it?



Shiloh Realistic Fiction Writing Unit	 17

DIALOGUE SHEET 2

STATEMENT QUESTION EXCLAMATION

says asks exclaims

utters
declares

announces
mentions

shares
blabbers
blurts

proclaims
comments
whispers
murmurs
remarks
answers
replies

responds

questions
quizzes

begs
demands
presses

blurts
utters
cries

hollers
shouts
chirps

bellows
thunders

hails
shrieks

announces
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Realistic Fiction, 4.1

Day 11: Edit & Revise
Lesson Goals: Reread a piece of writing and make revisions and edits.

Materials:
		  Editing and Revision Checklist

Instructional Procedures:
1.	 Introduction: Tell students they will now be revising and editing their stories to make them 

easy to read and enjoy.

2.	 Edit: Model editing your own writing using the editing checklist.

3.	 Revise: Model revising your own writing using the revision checklist:

Work Time & Collaboration: Give students time to revise and edit their own stories. Then, give 
time for partners to share their stories and receive feedback.

•	 How did I use proper punctuation, grammar, and spelling in my story? 
•	 What might I do to improve it?
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EDITING AND REVISION CHECKLIST
 

Editing Checklist:
_____ Sentences start with a capital letter.

_____ I used capital letters for proper nouns.

_____ I have punctuation at the end of each sentence.

_____ I checked my words for spelling.

_____ I indented paragraphs.

Revision Checklist:
_____ I started with an introduction that is clear.

_____ I ended with a conclusion that is clear.

_____ I used transition words at the beginning of paragraphs.

_____ �I used language to show how one event may have caused another 

event.

_____ Sentences make sense.

_____ Sentences stay focused on the topic.

_____ I added details and elaboration that are important to the topic.

_____ I used key vocabulary.
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Realistic Fiction, 4.1

Day 12-15: Publish & Share
Lesson Goals: Publish a piece of writing.

Instructional Procedures:
1.	 Introduction: Tell students they will now be preparing their piece of writing for others to 

read.  This is called publishing.  

2.	 Discuss: how stories will be published—handwritten, typed, or other.  Let them know when 
and how their stories will be shared with the class.

Work Time & Collaboration: Give students time to publish their writing and share their writing 
with an audience.

Ideas for publishing:
•	 illustrated book,
•	 chapter book,
•	 handwritten book; and
•	 audio book.

Ideas for sharing:
•	 read stories aloud to classmates,
•	 read stories aloud to another class,
•	 make stories available for others to read (in the classroom, library, or other); and
•	 take stories home to share with family.

An author’s chair is a fun classroom tradition. It is a decorated chair in which an author sits to share 
his/her writing. Teachers can paint a wooden chair or have each new class decorate a pillowcase to go 
over the back of a chair. This quickly transform a standard classroom chair into something special for 
young authors. 
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Checklist for Assessing a Narrative Story

Cover
______/6 

_____ Has a title that is short.
_____ The title puts a picture in the reader’s mind.

_____ Includes a blurb that talks briefly about the story.
_____ The blurb entices the reader to read the book.

_____ The cover gives the reader a clue about the story.
_____ The cover gets the reader interested.

Exposition
_____/6

Characters
_____ Introduces more than one character.
_____ Gives important details about each character.
_____ Is written in the first or third person.

Setting
_____ Establishes a setting: time and place.
_____ Gives important details about the setting.

Problem
_____ Introduces a problem/conflict.

Rising Action 
_____/8

Text Structure
_____ Presents a logical series of events that result from the conflict. 
_____ Events build toward a climax.
_____ The events reveal the author’s central message or theme. 
Craft
_____ Includes the development of a main character.
_____ Includes dialogue and/or interior monologue.
_____ Uses language to show the passage of time.
_____ Uses descriptive language.
_____ Includes humor and/or figurative language.

Falling Action & Resolution
_____/3

_____ The problem is resolved.
_____ The character has changed or learned something.
_____ The ending is satisfying to the reader.

Revision and Editing
_____/5

_____ Writing is edited for spelling.
_____ Writing is edited for grammar.
_____ Writing is edited for punctuation.
_____ Writing shows evidence of revision.
_____ Published writing is polished.

Collaboration & Effort
_____/4

_____ Worked well with a partner.
_____ Respectfully gave feedback to a partner.
_____ Respectfully received feedback from a partner.
_____ Showed good effort and persistence.

Total:
_____/32

Comments:
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Realistic Fiction, 4.1

Helping Pepper
Blurb: When I find a small, shivering puppy alone in the park, I want to keep him forever. This is 
the story of how I learned to be responsible and do the right thing.

One chilly Saturday afternoon in October, I was walking home from Maple Park when I heard a soft 
whimper behind the bushes. At first, I thought I imagined it. Then I heard it again.

I pushed the branches aside and saw a small brown and white puppy curled up like a forgotten 
mitten. His fur was dirty, and he was shivering. When he looked up at me, his eyes seemed full of 
worry. Someone had clearly mistreated him or left him behind.

“It’s okay,” I whispered, even though my voice was shaking. I didn’t know if he would trust me.

Slowly, I reached out my hand. The puppy sniffed my fingers and gave my hand a tiny lick. That 
small moment filled me with compassion. I couldn’t just leave him there.

I took off my hoodie and wrapped it gently around him. As I carried him home, my heart felt both 
warm and tense. I knew my mom would be surprised.

When I walked through the front door, Mom’s eyes widened.

“Where did that puppy come from?” she asked.

“I found him at the park,” I explained quickly. “He was all alone and shaking. I think someone left 
him there.”

Mom sighed. “He does look like he needs help.”

“Can we keep him?” I asked. My voice was hopeful, but I already knew the answer might 
disappoint me.

“We can take care of him for now,” Mom said gently. “But we need to find out if he belongs to 
someone. And if not, we’ll have to find him a good home. Having a dog is a big responsibility.”

I nodded as a lump formed in my throat. I knew she was right. I needed to be responsible.

We gave the puppy a bath. The water turned muddy as the dirt washed away. Underneath all that 
grime was soft, shiny fur. I decided to call him Pepper because of the little black spots on his nose.

Over the next few days, I fed Pepper, brushed him, and made him a cozy bed out of blankets. He 
followed me everywhere, like a shadow. When I did my homework, he curled up by my feet.

We made posters and hung them around the neighborhood: “Found Puppy at Maple Park.” We also 
posted online. Every time the phone rang, my stomach flipped.
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No one called to claim him.

That’s when I faced a hard truth. If no one was looking for Pepper, we still couldn’t keep him. My 
mom reminded me that we travel a lot and don’t have a fenced yard. Keeping him wouldn’t be fair 
to him.

I felt a wave of disappointment crash over me. I wanted Pepper to live with me. But deep down, I 
knew loving him meant thinking about what was best for him.

A few days later, my mom’s friend, Mrs. Lopez, came to visit. She had been thinking about getting a 
dog for her family. When Pepper waddled over and licked her hand, her face lit up.

“Oh my goodness,” she said. “He’s perfect.”

The next day, we brought Pepper over to Mrs. Lopez’s house to meet her kids. They laughed as he 
chased a tennis ball across their fenced backyard. It was clear, this would be a good home for Pepper.

That night, I lay awake, feeling tense. Could I really let him go?

The next afternoon, Mrs. Lopez came to pick him up. I hugged Pepper one last time. His tail wagged 
against my arm.

“Be a good boy,” I whispered. “I promise I’ll visit you.”

As their car drove away, I felt tears slide down my cheeks. I felt sad to say goodbye, but also happy 
because I had helped him. I had kept him safe and found him a good home.


