Notebook Entry #1: Finding Story Elements in the Blurb

Blurb (Houghton Mifflin, 1986)

The big boat that Jessaume had told us about was within sight. As we watched, it slowly took
shape and came out of the river mist. It looked like a great floating bird, with its sails spread out
like silver wings.

When young Sacagawea first lays eyes on the white men coming up the river, she cannot imagine the
impact they will have on her life—and she on theirs. For the men coming up the river are about to
make history, and she is going to help them.

Sacagawea joined the Lewis and Clark team as an interpreter and guide. Her knowledge of the lan-
guage, land, and people of the uncharted West made her an integral part of their success. In a bril-
liant novel, the award-winning author Scott O’Dell brings her story to life, giving us a breathtaking

account of this young heroine’s role in an American saga.
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