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Vocabulary Handbook

Kids at Work
by Russell Freedman

Name: ______________________________________________
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WORD PART MEANING PART OF SPEECH

a- prefix from, away, away from
ab- prefix from, away, away from
-able suffix able to, can be done adjective
-ade suffix noun or verb
-age suffix noun
-an suffix like, resembling, similar to noun
-ance suffix noun
ant- prefix before, prior to
-ant suffix person who noun
ap- prefix from, away, away from
apo Greek combining form away from, separate
archy Greek combining form govern, rule
-ate suffix adjective
-ate suffix to do, to make verb
cap Latin root to take, to receive
cata Greek combining form down, under
ceal Latin root to hide, hidden
cess Latin root to be in motion, to go away
cid Latin root to fall, to befall
clypt Greek combining form cover, hide, conceal
co- prefix together, with
com- prefix together, with
con- prefix together, with
cor- prefix heart
cracy Greek combining form to govern, to rule
cur Latin root to care for, to give 

attention to
de- prefix completely
de- prefix down
de- prefix opposite of
demn Latin root to harm, to punish
demo Greek combining form people, population
dent Latin root tooth, teeth
dict Latin root talk, speak, declare
dign Latin root worthy of respect
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-ed inflectional ending past tense verb
-ed suffix adjective
em Greek combining form in, inward
emp Latin root to take, to take up
-en suffix adjective
-ence suffix noun
-ent suffix adjective
-er suffix a person that does 

something
noun

-ery suffix denoting occupation or 
business

noun

ex- prefix out, upward, complete, 
remove from

fect Latin root to make, to do, to build
fic Latin root to make, to do, to build
fore- prefix before
fort Latin root bravery, power, strength
front Latin root forehead, brow
fuge Latin root drive away, flee, run away
-ful suffix full of
gen Latin root line of descent, origin
gno Latin root know, learn, discern
grade Latin root walk, step, move around
gress Latin root walk, step, move around
habit Latin root dwell, live
hum Latin root human beings, mankind
-ible suffix able to, can be done adjective
-ic suffix adjective
-ice suffix noun
im- prefix not
in- prefix not
in- prefix in, into, within
-ish suffix verb
-ism suffix belief in, practice of noun
-ist suffix one who believes in, one 

who is engaged in
noun

-ity suffix noun
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-ive suffix adjective or noun
-lative suffix bear, carry
-le suffix little, small noun
liber Latin root free
luxur Latin root excess, abundance
-ly suffix
mal Latin root bad
-ment suffix noun
merg Latin root to dip, immerse, plunge
mirac Latin root to wonder at, wonder, 

cause to smile
mit Latin root let go, sent
mon / mono Greek combining form one, alone, single
monu Latin root warn, remind, advise
-mony suffix noun
mors Latin root bite, biting
nat Latin root born, birth
-ness suffix noun
noc Latin root injure, hurt
oleo Latin root to destroy, to die out
omen Latin root to indicate something is 

going to happen
optim Latin root best, exceptionally good
-or suffix person who noun
-ous suffix adjective
pac Latin root peace
par Latin root to get ready, to prepare
pass Latin root suffering, feeling, enduring
pathy Greek combining form feeling, perception
pend Latin root weight, to cause to hang 

down
per- prefix through, across, over
persever Latin root continue, persist
pessim Latin root bad, worst
ple Latin root fill, full
plic Latin root to fold, bend, curve
plu Latin root more, many
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poss Latin root power, strength, ability
pre- prefix before
preci Latin root prize, reward, value
prehens Latin root reach, attain, hold
priv Latin root belonging to an individual, 

not for the public
pro- prefix before, forward
prov Latin root upright, good, honest
re- prefix back, again
reg Latin root to direct, to rule
render Latin root to give back, restore
rupt Latin root break, tear
-s inflectional ending plural noun
sati Latin root enough
se- prefix by itself, aside, apart from
seri Latin root important
serve Latin root to watch, to keep safe
-sion suffix noun
solen Latin root be accustomed
spec / spect Latin root to see, look at, behold
sper / spair Latin root hope
spirat Latin root breath of life, mind, soul
stereo Greek combining form solid, firm, hard
stroph Greek combining form turn, twist, bend
struct Latin root to build
sub- prefix under, below, beneath
sur- prefix on top, over, higher
sym Greek combining form with, together
termin Latin root end, last
testi Latin root witness, one who stands by
-tion suffix noun
tonous Greek combining form sound
type Greek combining form an impression, a mark
un- prefix not
-ure suffix verb
vid Latin root see
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vinc Latin root conquer, overcome
viol Latin root force, injure, dishonor
vive Latin root life, alive
-y suffix adjective
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

monotonous
Context:

“Working in an assembly line is a monotonous task.”  
(“The Domestic System vs. the Factory System,” paragraph 6)

“ ‘Let me tell you right here,’ declared Hine, ‘that these [jobs] involve work, hard work, deadening  
in its monotony, exhausting physically…the worker’s only joy [is getting paid].’ ” (p. 22)

“ ‘The sunshine in the cotton fields had blinded our eyes to the monotony,  
overwork, and hopelessness in their lives,’ wrote Hine.” (p. 67)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

bondage
Context:

“This allowed any white person to claim a black person was a fugitive and send them back to  
a life of bondage.” (“The Effects of Industrialization in the United States,” paragraph 10)

“Whereas, we are not yet in bondage in this land of the free; are forced to toil the long day or the 
long night, with no control over the conditions of labor, as to the health or safety or hours  

or wages, and with no right to the rewards of our service…” (p. 91)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

crusade
Context:

Kids at Work: Lewis Hine and the Crusade Against Child Labor (book title)

“A Crusader with a Camera” (chapter 1 title)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

reformers
Context:

“Besides, the reformers said, children have certain rights.” (p. 2)

“Photography gave him an opportunity to practice his belief in social justice and reform,  
and to express the compassion he felt for the underdog.” (p. 19)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

abolition
Context:

“That we demand the restoration of our rights by the abolition of child labor in America.” (p. 91)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Contrasts

Context:

“That we declare ourselves to be helpless and dependent; that we are and of right ought to be 
dependent, and that we hereby present the appeal of our helplessness that we may be  

protected in the enjoyment of the rights of childhood.” (p. 91)

Target Words: 

dependent vs. independent
	 What it is…					     What it is…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 I’ll remember this word by:			   I’ll remember this word by:
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

condemned
Context:

“We might even say of these children that they are condemned to work.” (p. 22)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

impoverished
Context:

“At the time, millions of immigrants were pouring into the United States from every corner of 
Europe, especially from impoverished regions of eastern and southern Europe.” (p. 9)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

exploitation
Context:

“Here was a chance to join one of the great causes of the time, to use his camera  
as a weapon against the exploitation of children.” (p. 19)

“It was aimed at the exploitation of boys and girls as cheap labor.” (p. 21)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

concealed
Context:

“So I waited close outside the main gate, concealed in the darkness of the woods, and at 6:00 PM  
I counted about thirty-five boys who appeared to be from nine to fourteen years of age.” (p. 26)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

compassion
Context:

“Photography gave him an opportunity to practice his belief in social justice and reform,  
and to express the compassion he felt for the underdog.” (p. 19)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

perishable
Context:

“Cannery owners claimed that all family members were needed, because fresh produce  
was highly perishable and had to be canned quickly.” (p. 45)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

desperately
Context:

“Parents desperately needed the money their children could earn.” (p. 43)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

testimony
Context:

“Afterward, Patrick’s father was called to testify.” (p. 54)

Lewis Hine’s photographs were a testimony of child labor in America. (inferred)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

unregulated
Context:

“But they were strongly opposed to youngsters working in unregulated jobs  
on city streets at all hours of the day and night.” (p. 60)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)



198	 Kids at Work Unit of Study

Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

ignorance
Context:

“As a result, ignorance and illiteracy were widespread among young farm hands.” (p. 65)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

degradation
Context:

“There has been no more convincing proof of the absolute necessity of child labor laws…than these 
pictures showing the suffering, the degradation, the immoral influence, the utter lack of anything 

that is wholesome in the lives of these poor little wage earners.” (p. 72)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)



200	 Kids at Work Unit of Study

Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

convincing
Context:

“There has been no more convincing proof of the absolute necessity of child labor laws…than these 
pictures showing the suffering, the degradation, the immoral influence, the utter lack of anything 

that is wholesome in the lives of these poor little wage earners.” (p. 72)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

monument
Context:

“Near the dock is the ever-present shell pile, a monument to the patient work of little fingers.” (p. 40)

“His photographs became a part of our national memory.” 
(p. 86, monument is inferred)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)
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Vocabulary: Making Connections

Target Word:

violation
Context:

“ ‘These pictures speak for themselves,’ the NCLC declared, ‘and prove that the law is being violated.’ ”  
(p. 71)

“Employers may be assessed civil money penalties…for each willful or repeated violation…”  
(DOL poster)

	 What it is…					     What it is not…

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

	 _____________________________		  ______________________________

I’d probably find this word in these contexts (places, events, people, situations):

Text to World

I’ll remember this word by connecting it to:

(word, phrase, sketch)


